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Invitation Paragraph

I would like to invite you to participate in this research project which forms part of my Master’s
research. Before you decide whether you want to take part, it is important for you to
understand why the research is being done and what your participation will involve. Please
take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish.
Ask me if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information.
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What is the purpose of the project?

The purpose of the project is to investigate how women practitioners of Al-Qatt Al-Asiri in
Asir, Saudi Arabia, experience and make sense of the transformation of their practice. Al-
Qatt Al-Asiri is a women-led tradition of geometric interior wall decoration originating in the
Asir region, recognised by UNESCO in 2017. Since that recognition, the practice has moved
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from a hand-transmitted domestic ritual into institutional training programmes, commercial
products, and tourist-facing surfaces. This research asks what that transformation means
for the women who hold the practice, using a creative research approach: individual painting
sessions and a collective canvas, carried out with ten women across five intergenerational
family pairs in Asir.
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Why have | been invited to take part?

You are being invited to participate in this project because you are a woman practitioner of
Al-Qatt Al-Asiri in Asir, and you are part of an intergenerational family pair alongside a
mother, daughter, aunt, niece, grandmother, or granddaughter who also practises or has
knowledge of Al-Qatt. The research focuses specifically on women practitioners across two
generations within the same family, based in the Asir region of Saudi Arabia.
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What will happen if | take part?

If you choose to take part in the project you will be asked to take part in two sessions. In the
first session, you will be invited to paint your own canvas individually, in response to an open
prompt about what Al-Qatt means to you. There are no right or wrong answers; you are free
to paint whatever feels true to your experience. After you finish painting, | will conduct a
recorded conversation with you about your canvas: what you chose to paint, why you chose
those motifs and colours, how you first learned the practice, and how you feel about the way
it has changed. In the second session, all ten participants will come together to paint a single
large collective canvas, approximately two metres in length, recreating the historical practice
of women painting together in the same space. Participation will take place in Asir, Saudi
Arabia, during a two-week visit in July 2026. The individual session, including the painting
and the recorded conversation, is expected to take approximately two to three hours. The
collective session will take place on a separate day and is expected to last approximately
three to four hours. The exact location of both sessions will be agreed with you in advance
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and will take into account the convenience of all participants, particularly those who are
older. As part of participation you will be asked to provide your painted canvas and to
participate in an audio-recorded conversation. With your consent, the collective session will
also be audio-recorded. Your canvas will be used as part of the creative research
installation. No photographs of your face will be taken or used in the research output. You
will not be asked to share any sensitive personal information. Audio recordings will be used
for research analysis only and will be transcribed and translated from Arabic into English by
the researcher personally. You will be asked to sign a consent form before the session
begins, and you may choose to remain anonymous in any published output. Please note
that there is also a separate, optional consent for participants who wish their voice and hands
to appear in a filmed public display of the creative work, which may be made available online.
This is entirely your choice and has no effect on your participation in the research itself.
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Do | have to take part?

Participation is completely voluntary. You should only take part if you want to and choosing
not to take part will not disadvantage you in any way. Once you have read the information
sheet, please contact us if you have any questions that will help you make a decision about
taking part. If you decide to take part, we will ask you to sign a consent form and will give
you a copy of this to keep.

fAS il o A

IS sl ey 1 AS L) pe Jlidly ey 8 e 13) Jadd ASHLEAD clile Caay Lela due sk AS,La
Cboanting Aablge Blaiul e ad gl dlia Qb AL @y B s By lyludin (_"gi clhal HIK 1) Lira Jialgll o) 5L o8 8e))8 a2y

Incentives
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All painting materials needed for the sessions, including canvases, pigments, and brushes,
will be provided by the researcher. Refreshments including beverages and snacks will also
be provided during both sessions.
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What are the possible risks of taking part?

The risks associated with this research are low. You will not be asked to discuss any
sensitive, distressing, or personal topics beyond your experience of Al-Qatt. If at any point
you feel uncomfortable during the recorded conversation, you may ask for the recording to
be paused or stopped. If you prefer not to be named in the research, full anonymity will be
offered. You are free to decline to answer any question and to withdraw from the research
at any point up until the end of the collective painting session in July 2026, without
consequence.
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What are the possible benefits of taking part?

While there is no material benefits intended, participants may find value in the collective
session itself, which recreates the historical practice of women painting together, an
experience that has largely disappeared from daily life.

Participants will also have the opportunity to learn from one another across generations.
Where participants choose to be identified, their names will appear in the research output,
recognising them as practitioners and contributing to the visibility of Al-Qatt Al-Asiri within
academic discourse.
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Data handling and confidentiality

Kings College London is the Sponsor of this research and is responsible for looking after
your information.

We will need to use information from you for this research project. The research team and
authorised administrative staff will use this information to do the research or to check your
records to make sure that the research is being done properly.

Your data will be processed in compliance with UK data protection laws, including the UK
GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018.
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Categories of Personal [Information on what personal data will be collected : name (where
Data the participant chooses to be identified), date of birth (to analyse
intergenerational patterns of transmission and knowledge), contact
details, audio recordings of individual and collective sessions, and
painted canvases attributed to named participants where
identified.

Data Storage Audio recordings and digital transcripts will be stored on a
password-protected personal device and backed up to KCL-
provided secure cloud storage. Physical canvases will be kept
securely by the researcher.

Data Sharing All data collected will remain strictly confidential and in the
researcher's possession at all times. Data may be shared with the
researcher's academic supervisor at King's College London for the
purposes of academic oversight. Where a participant has chosen
to remain anonymous, only anonymised data will be shared.
Where a participant has chosen to be identified, their identifiable
data may be shared accordingly. No data will be shared with any
other third party without the explicit prior consent of the participant.
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The researcher will conduct all translation of interview material
personally. Participant privacy is the priority throughout the
research.

International Data
Sharing

Data will be collected in Saudi Arabia during fieldwork in July 2026
and transferred to the UK by the researcher for the purposes of
analysis and dissertation writing. No data will be shared with any
individual or organisation outside the UK. The researcher will
conduct all translation personally.

Data Retention

Identifiable data will be retained for the period the participant has
consented to at the time of signing the consent form. Participants
may choose for their identifiable data to be deleted within one year
of submission, or retained for up to ten years. Anonymised data
will be retained for ten years in line with the College's research
records retention schedule

Anonymity in Research
Outputs

Participants may choose to remain anonymous or to be identified
by name in the research output. This choice will be made at the
point of consent and can be changed at any time up to the
withdrawal deadline. Canvases will be displayed as part of the
creative installation; participants may request that their canvas is
not displayed. Where participants have separately consented to
the public display of the creative work, their voice and hands may
appear in filmed content made available online. No faces will
appear in any output.

Archiving/Future Use

No data will be archived for public or third-party use, and no data
will be deposited on open-science platforms. The researcher
retains the right to use the data for her own future research
purposes, subject to the retention periods and consent conditions
specified above

Further information on how King’s processes research data can be found at:
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/research/support/research-ethics/kings-college-london-statement-

on-use-of-personal-data-in-research

Please contact the research team if you require further information on data processing or a
printed version of the webpage link above.
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What if | change my mind about taking part?

You are free to withdraw from the project and request removal of your data up until the end of the
collective painting session in July 2026, without having to give a reason. Withdrawing before this
deadline will not affect you in any way. After this point, withdrawal of your data will no longer be
possible due to the data having been committed to the final research and analysis phase, and the
researcher returning to London to complete the dissertation.

If you choose to withdraw after this deadline, we will retain the minimum amount of data required
to manage our records and complete the research project.
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How is the project being funded?

This project is self-funded by the researcher. The researcher is supported by a
government scholarship from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for the purposes of her studies.
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What will happen to the results of the project?

The findings of this research will be written up as a Master's dissertation in Arts and Cultural
Management at King's College London, submitted in September 2026. The dissertation will
be held in the KCL library and made publicly accessible through the KCLPURE research
repository. The researcher intends to seek publication of the findings in academic journals
or other relevant outlets after submission. If you would like to receive a summary of the
findings, please let the researcher know at the time of your session.
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Who should | contact for further information?

If you have any questions or require more information about this project, please contact me
using the following contact details:

Nada Mohammed Mousa Department of Culture, Media and Creative Industries King's
College London Strand, London WC2R 2LS

nada.m.mousa@kcl.ac.uk +447340929666
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nada.m.mousa@kcl.ac.uk
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What if | have further questions, or if something goes wrong?

If this project has harmed you in any way, or if you wish to make a complaint about the
conduct of the project you can contact King's College London using the details below for
further advice and information:

Alexandra Antonopoulou Department of Culture, Media and Creative Industries, King's
College London, Strand, London WC2R 2LS
alexandra.antonopoulou@kcl.ac.uk
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alexandra.antonopoulou@kcl.ac.uk

Thank you for reading this information sheet and for considering taking part in this
research.
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